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One of the test tubes
being inspected for
mid-season fouling

We conducted a season-long trial on
seven different sterndrive antifouls to

see which fared best

terndrive legs are made of
aluminium and while this
metal is light and strong
tis alsa wel down the
~% galvanic table, making it
susceptiole to corrosion when a
nobler matal is in the vicinity and
surrounded by seawater.
Convenrional wisdom therefore
dictates that slapping a copper-
lacen paint on sterndrive legs
copper, or cuprous oxide, being the
main active ingredient in the
majority of hull antifouls —isn'Ta
good idea, because copper is ong
those noble metals and likely to set
up a destructive galvanic cell that
will eat away at the aluminium.
Paint rmanufacturers, therefore,
have to avoid copper when It comes
to concocting an antifoul far
sterndrive use. Zinc often gets a
look-in plus a number of chemical
hiocide agents, while the non-stick
properties of Teflon find a place too.
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The upshot is that coatings destined
for sterndrives (or aluminium hulls)
tend o be a less virulent Loxic mix
than those suitable for GRP hulls,
making them susceptible to heavier
fouling. We put sever leading
sterndrive zntifouls through a
season-lang test ta see what level of
protection they gave,

- Six drive-time tips

. @ Most hull antifouls are copper
oxide-based and to aave any
danger of this reacting with the

- aluminium stemdrive aveid applying
itright up to the transom shield; a

- 3omgapis all that is required.

. @ Apply plenty of antifouling and
follow the manufacturer's
instructions with regards
application and guantity to use.
Usually an serosal is sufficient for

- onedrive and itis important o use it
up to get the right level of protaction.

Test-tube trials

We lesled seven different products,
some familiar Lo us, others not, but
the one name noticeable by its
absence was Volvo's own brand of
antifoul. Several months prior to our
trial period that started last spring
WVolva had withdrawn its own

@ Ensure the surfaces are dry and
free from ol and grease or the paint
won't adhere.

@ 20y scratches or areas where the
drives original paint finish has been
eroded should be touched in with an
aluminium or epoxy primer.

® ~void coating the sacrificial anodes. |

If using an aero=ol-applied paint

protect the anodes with masking tape. |

@ Stainless steel props are bast left

uncoated; in fact it's hard to meake paint ¢

stick without suitable preparation.
Alurminium props will benefit.

. To emulate real boating the tubes

aeresol product, and when we
checked just before going to press
this was still the case.

[T was nigh on impessiole o
squeeze all seven products onto
one sterndrive leg for comparison,
so we applied decent width bands
of each procuct to some large
diameter pipes and strung
therm up just below waler level
at two South Coast locations.
However, simply keeping them
static for five months doss nat
replicate the usual use of a boat so
on several occasions they were
laken for a spin. The water pressure
during this seatrial exercise
invariably allowed the artifouls to
shed scme degree of fouling in
much the same way as if the paints
were on 2 sterndrive leg. For
comparison, we also kept a section
of pipe deveid of any antifouling.

Turn the page ¢ find out
how each product fared.

were taken for an occasional spin
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